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Monday:
CAB
patch
search
and find
Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

“It was a good way to get students
involved as I wasn’t actively looking for a
patch and still found one.” -Mylea Harlan,
senior

Photo by AUDREY JACKSON

Senior Hannah Roden and junior Abigail Konwent prepare a bison cutout for painting Oct. 25. In past years, bison
cutouts decorated by art students were displayed during Homecoming by the Mildred Taylor Stevens Art Center.

Homecoming adapts, extends beyond campus
ANNA WESTBROOK
asst. pr/marketing
Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Tuesday: Spooky Zoomba

“Spooky Zoomba reminded me of the
karaoke nights CAB has hosted because
both are fun ways to dance and sing with
friends. I am so glad CAB hosted this fun
event.” -Emily Stinnett, sophomore

Wednesday:

Nothing
but treats

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

“We were able to walk around and
pass out candy to groups of people in
the Stu. Although this seems like a small
thing, people reacted so well to it.” -Eden
Henderson, junior

Harding’s 2020 Homecoming, taking
place this weekend — Oct. 29-31 — will
bring back former traditions, such as the
Homecoming parade, while still honoring
COVID-19 guidelines and including people
of the Harding community who cannot
physically be on campus.
Heather Kemper, director of alumni and
parent relations, coordinates Homecoming
weekend with her team. This year, they have
taken the opportunity to provide content
online for those who cannot visit campus.
All of the annual events that take place —
like musical performances and the latest
Harding play — will now be available for
anyone, at any time.
“Many times there are events that occur at
the same time, but this time you can literally
do everything,” Kemper said.
This year, the musical will be presented
online rather than in the Benson Auditorium.
“Vintage Hitchcock” will air on Halloween
on KVHU, and there will be a pre-recorded
performance on demand for a fee.
The President’s Council will have a

livestreamed question and answer session
with University President Bruce Mclarty and
Dr. David Burks, professor and chancellor
of the University, as well as present awards.
The Black and Gold Banquet will premiere
Friday night at 7 p.m. The distinguished
alumni will be honored, and the deans will
present awards throughout the event.
On Saturday, Oct. 31, the parade will
begin at Legacy Park at 11 a.m. and end in
front of the Donald W. Reynolds Center for
Music and Communication building. At the
end of the parade, there will be an outdoor
pep rally, followed by the crowning of this
year’s Homecoming Queen. In addition to
being held in person, the pep rally and the
crowning will also be livestreamed.
This parade may be new for many current
students and faculty, but it is not the first
Homecoming parade held on Harding’s
campus. This is the first year since 1981
that the University has participated in the
Homecoming parade. There will be over 40
organizations participating in the parade,
and parade-goers can expect to see floats
from all corners of campus.
Senior Briley Saunders will be representing

the Student Association on the Homecoming
Court.
“There’s a lot we haven’t been able to do,
which is hard because it’s senior year, but it’s
cool they were willing to go out of the box
to give us something special,” Saunders said.
Throughout the weekend, HU16 will be
working behind the scenes to prepare digital
content for the public.
Junior Jordan Crisco, newscast director
for HU16, said he will be heavily involved
in producing Homecoming this year.
“This is the first time we have taken on
four events on the same weekend,” Crisco
said. “It’s a logistical nightmare, but this will
be a great experience for us at HU16.”
Additional faculty and 25 students will be
covering the online events. Ansley Watson,
KATV’s co-host of Good Afternoon Arkansas,
and Billy Morgan, the Voice of the Bisons,
will host the parade, and Emmy awardwinning photographer Rick Trujillo will be
photographing the event.
Anyone can stream the Black and Gold
banquet, the President’s Council event, the
parade and the crowning this weekend at
harding.edu/events/homecoming.

IP suspends spring semester abroad, continues
planning for future, looks to improve
EVERETT KIRKMAN
asst. copy editor
Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Thursday: BYO-pumpkin
carving contest

“We’re encouraging people to bring their
own pumpkins and we’ll have carving tools
and trash cans all over for clean up. We’ll
set all the pumpkins on the stage in the front
lawn and then they’ll be judged.” - Abby
Stinnett, senior

Friday:
“DriveIn”
movie
Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

On Oct.18, International Programs (IP)
announced that the Harding University
Australasia (HUA) spring 2021 program would
be postponed until fall 2021. This was the
second postponement of the program since the
fall 2020 program had to be rescheduled. On
Monday, Oct. 26, IP announced to students
that the spring 2021 Greece (HUG), Italy
(HUF) and Peru (HULA) programs would
also be canceled.
Peru remains under a Level 4 U.S. State
Department Travel Advisory, and the European
Union also remains closed to citizens of the
United States, with no clear timeline in place
for when the advisories will be lifted.
Italy has advocated for the return of
United States university students, but a
new suspension on group educational

touring was recently imposed due to rising
COVID-19 numbers across Italy. Audra
Pleasant, executive director of IP, said the
suspension would limit both the number of
activities available to HUF students and the
quality of the HUF experience as a whole.
Pam Little, the director of HUA, said
she has been using this time to rework the
HUA program to make it the best and safest
experience possible. Little said she is eager
to show future students how unique and
beautiful God’s world is.
The directors of HUF, HUG and
HULA each sent a video expressing
their shared disappointment with
the students with whom they would

have spent the spring semester.
“There’s just something about studying
abroad that works on you,” HULA program
director Jeremy Daggett said. “As you ask
questions about the world, as you see different
cultures and travel throughout the world. If
there’s any way that you can make it work
–– even if it’s not HULA –– I would love
for you to do that.”
SEE IP, PAGE 2A

“Overall, I think this has been a fun
week. I have no doubt that Friday will be
our biggest event, and it is easily the one
we are most looking forward to.” -Logan
Light, CAB Director
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IP CONTINUED
Pleasant expressed her disappointment
to the students as well, and offered support
in making changes to plans for the
upcoming year. Pleasant said she is hopeful
that students will be able to study abroad
by fall 2021.
“We are using this time to strengthen
those connections and continue to prepare
and plan every day and pray that study
abroad will be possible again,” Pleasant
said. “We haven’t stopped preparing for
study abroad; we just haven’t quite figured
out the exact moment that it will become
possible for students to be traveling again.”
Although disappointed, sophomore
Parker Acri, who was planning to attend
HUF, said he understood the program’s
suspension.
“At the beginning of the semester, I
had hope that somehow the virus would
calm down and allow things to return
to normal,” Acri said. “I think as soon as
October hit and there were spikes, I figured
it was going to get canceled.”
Daggett said that, although their plans
had to change, he is hopeful that good may
still come.
“These are still very, very uncertain times
that we’re living in,” Daggett said. “And my
hope for you, my desire for you –– for all of
us –– is that you can hang onto something
during this time. Find something that’s
bigger than you are to hang onto as we
continue to move forward, continue to get
better together.”

Friday, October 30, 2020

Trump and Biden have final presidential debate
Graphic by ISAB

ELLE CUTTS

ERIC JOHNSON
beat reporter
The 2020 Presidential election is just around
the corner. Next Tuesday, Nov.3, is Election
Day — and the final chance for Americans to
cast their ballots for the Presidential, Senate,
House of Representatives and local races
this year. Of these, the primary contest that
has dominated national news is Republican
President Donald Trump’s reelection campaign
against Democatic Former Vice President
Joe Biden.
This year’s election is unlike any other
in recent times, largely due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. According to a New
York Times analysis, an estimated 80 million
ballots will be cast through the mail this year,
which is twice as many as the 2016 election.
In light of this, election officials have indicated
that it is unlikely that the country will know
who the winner will be on election night.
Biden and Trump have expressed differing
views on the unique circumstances of this
year’s voting process. Biden has stated that
he will accept the election results regardless
of the outcome, but only after every vote is
counted.
Trump, on the other hand, has stated
that massive voter fraud might undermine
the legitimacy of the election. According to
the Associated Press, both candidates are
gathering teams of lawyers in preparation
for legal disputes over election results.
Trump’s fear of voter fraud might have
something to do with his current polling

positions. Business
Insider reports that
Biden has consistently
polled higher than
Trump throughout the campaign,
and enters the final weekend with a 9-10
point national lead.
The New York Times also reports that
Biden holds narrow leads in battleground
states such as Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin. Swing states that appear up
for grabs include Ohio, North Carolina,
Florida and even historically Republican
states like Texas and Georgia. A Democratic
presidential nominee has not won Texas
since 1976 ( Jimmy Carter) and Georgia
since 1992 (Bill Clinton).
However, as professor and chair of the
history and political science department
Steven Breezeel points out, the accuracy
of polling data has become increasingly in
doubt in recent years, especially after the
2016 election.
Regardless of the outcome, experts have
indicated that the final results will likely be
announced within a week of election day,
according to The Independent.
COVID-19 is not the only aspect of this
election that is notably unique, as whomever
wins the election will become the oldest
president in U.S. history.
Many students on campus have already
sent in absentee ballots and participated in
early voting. As this will be the first time
voting for many, junior Student Association
Treasurer Bennett Holloway wants to remind
students that with great political power comes
great responsibility.

“I hope that my fellow Americans grapple
with the nuance of each candidate and item on
the ballot,” Holloway said. “The simplification
and reduction of candidates into a few ideas
and phrases is a disservice to our nation.”
Among the most prominent items on the
ballot for many is the Supreme Court. On
Monday, Oct. 26, Trump’s third Supreme
Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett was
confirmed by a 52-48 vote to replace the late
Ruth Bader Ginsberg. This confirmation is
expected to give the Court a more conservative
tilt, which would likely be protected if
Trump is reelected. Biden, however, has been
noticeably vague regarding the possibility
of adding justices to the Court, indicating
that a Biden presidency might dramatically
change the nature of the Supreme Court.
Trump and Biden each gave their closing
arguments at the final presidential debate
on Oct. 22. Biden closed the evening with
a familiar slogan of his that he has stuck to
throughout the campaign.
“You know who I am; you know who
he is,” Biden said. “You know his character;
you know my character. The character of the
country is on the ballot.”
Trump focused more on track records,
claiming that Biden is “all talk, no action.”
Trump also insisted that his leadership as
president will be able to unify the country.
“Success is going to bring us together,”
Trump said.

Students face clinical challenges due to COVID-19

Photos by NAMON POPE

From left to right: Nursing students sophomore Madison Byrd, and juniors Alisa Young and Sarah Jon Taylor practice medical procedures on medical
mannequins in the Swaid Center for Health Sciences Oct. 26. Hospitals and clinics required more strict protocols regarding student participation in
clinical settings due to COVID-19.
RACHEL BIBLE
student writer
Following the suspension of the on-campus
spring semester, nursing students were not able
to complete in-person clinicals as scheduled.
Because of this, these students came back to
campus two weeks before the start of the fall
semester to complete their hours.
“I’m really proud of our students,”Dr. Cheryl
Lee, assistant dean for clinical education, said.
“They’ve worked so hard to be here, and the
students who had to come back two weeks
early have been working so hard.”
These clinicals are typically bi-weekly,
where each nursing student is assigned a
clinical rotation based on the class they are
in. Every semester of nursing school, the

students complete two different classes, each
with a day of clinical that gives the students
hands-on experience.
Lee is in charge of making sure students
have a clinical assignment. Because of new
COVID-19 procedures, some hospitals or
programs have stopped allowing students
into their facilities, have initiated screening
forms that must be completed two hours
before the student is due in the building, or
have rejected students from entering.
This semester, the nursing program — as
well as their respective agencies for clinicals
— is implementing additional protocols for
nursing students to complete their clinical
hours.
One of the more dramatic alterations was
restricting nursing students from traveling

unless it is approved by the nursing department
before they are scheduled to leave. Since each
hospital has their own set of regulations, the
college of nursing created rules to cover all
of the hospitals’ requirements, one being that
students were to ask for time off to leave the
state at the beginning of the semester.
“As of this semester, they are not really
wanting us to travel out of state, and that’s
less of a Harding thing, but a lot of the local
agencies we are at don’t want us to travel,”
senior Audrey Beth Tillman said.
For senior Avery Underwood, this was a
bit of a waiting game.
“I understood their need to protect my
classmates — and most importantly our
patients in the different hospitals and clinics
we visit — and that was something that was

very important to me too, but the uncertainty
was very hard to hear,” Underwood said.
The senior was to be a bridesmaid in a
friend’s wedding in October, but was not sure
if she would be able to go until the week of
the wedding. Ultimately the decision was
made that Underwood could attend because
the number of cases in the county was lower
than White County.
The nursing program is making great
efforts to help students get all of their hours
and competencies completed before the
Thanksgiving holiday.
“I just know that our professors just really
[worked hard] to get everything done and
in for us this semester — for us to get into
agencies and for us to be able to finish fully,”
Tillman said.
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Let’s talk
about it

The case for Joe Biden

Eric Johnson

Student Writer

P

resident Barack Obama once said,
“Change will not come if we wait
for some other person or some other time.
We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We
are the change that we seek.”
This year has been hard. We’ve been
rocked by a pandemic and seen just how
desperately America needs to fix our glaring
problem with racial injustice. To top it all
off, we’re ending this year with one of the
most divisive and consequential elections
in our country’s history. For these reasons
and many more, I’m voting for Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris this election season and
seriously implore my fellow Christian sisters
and brothers to do so, as well.
If you had told me I would be saying this
back in February, I would have been floored.
I vigorously pushed for a more progressive
candidate and was not a fan of Biden’s gaffes
or seemingly “I’m too old for this” attitude.
Even as April ended and Biden became the
likely nominee, I leaned more towards not
voting at all than I did “settling for Biden”
like many of my liberal peers. But then, the
election cycle really picked up, and I began
paying attention and reading about Biden.
I didn’t see some senile old-timer like so
many are quick to paint him as. What I

Beat Reporter

saw was a man who held his family together
through so many intense moments of grief,
a politician who always tried to do what he
thought was right for American citizens and
admitted when he made mistakes or had
been misguided, and a good candidate for
America’s next president.
I want to first speak to those who feel
like they are settling for Biden or that Biden
is not the most ideal candidate to help heal
our country. Biden is running on one of the
most progressive platforms we have ever
seen from a presidential candidate. He has
championed his “Build Back Better” program
with which he plans to extend aid to state
and local governments to prevent workers
from being laid off, mobilize manufacturing
jobs to create a stronger workforce and
put an end to offshoring, and extend crisis
unemployment insurance to help all who
lost jobs in the COVID-19 pandemic. To
top it all off, Biden plans to make racial and
gender equality two key components of this
plan to help Americans who are marginalized
and discriminated against. Most of these
ideas are rooted in FDR era policies that
helped lift us from the Great Depression.
Biden truly wants to bring progress to the
White House and is listening to young

Americans when they say they want change
for the better.
Now, I want to speak to the many
evangelicals and Christians who feel like
their core ideals or values will be attacked by
a Biden administration. Biden is a lifelong
man of faith who has made Christianity an
important part of his job. He is someone
who has genuinely cared for and loved those
around him, as seen by his care for his son
Hunter Biden during his struggles with
drugs and alcohol and his offer of prayers
to President Trump when Trump tested
positive for COVID-19. Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham (who is also a Christian)
even went on record saying, “He is as good
a man as God created.”
America is in a divided place, and the
current White House administration only
seeks to divide us further. Joe Biden wants
to help heal America and truly cares for
each citizen. His record of bipartisanship,
progressive policies and good-natured
Christian ideals will truly help our country
for the next four years. And that’s why I’m
voting for Joe, and you should too.
DANIEL BURLEY is a student
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at dburley@harding.edu.

Illustration by ISABELLE CUTTS

Carys Martin

Keeping America great

Guest Writer

B

efore I address why I am voting
for Trump, I want to preface that
I am a Christian first before an American.
Likewise, I am a Christian before I am a
Republican. I believe that Democrats are
not the enemy; Satan is my enemy. Here
is why I support Trump for presidency:
First, Trump supports the anti-abortion
movement. As a Christian, it is our duty
to “speak for those who cannot speak for
themselves” as stated in Proverbs 31:8-9.
Many experts in the science of embryology
have found that from the earliest stages of
development (conception), the unborn child
is a whole, distinct, living human being.
The child has its own unique DNA, fingers,
toes, brain and so on. Dead matter does
not grow. Some may confuse development
or level of development with wholeness;
however, someone’s level of development
does not determine their value. Some may
argue that because Trump is for the death
penalty, they want to vote for the other
party. However, voting for Trump allows us
to save the most lives. In 2017, according
to the Death Penalty Information Center
(DPIC), 23 individuals were executed by
the death penalty, whereas an estimated total
of over 800,000 abortions were committed
in 2017. I believe it is my moral duty as a
Christian to support the least amount of
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killing. According to the New York Times,
the other party seeks to abolish the Hyde
Amendment, which keeps taxpayer dollars
from funding abortion through Medicaid
reimbursement and has been responsible
for saving over 2 million babies. President
Trump has vowed to sign a “Born Alive”
executive order that would require physicians
to care for the baby if it is still alive after
a failed abortion attempt.
Second, Trump is not a politician, but
a businessman. He believes all Americans
deserve equal opportunities regardless of
skin color. According to whitehouse.gov
and tradingeconomics.com, Trump has
decreased the unemployment rate from
an average of 5.76% to 3.5% in January
2020 — a number that no other president
has been able to accomplish since 1969.
Washington Post stated in 2019 that the
unemployment rate for Black Americans
decreased to 5.4% which is the lowest
ever recorded. According to U.S. News,
Trump increased job numbers and federal
funding for historically Black colleges and
universities by 17%. He also released the
“Platinum Plan,” with hopes to create three
million jobs for Black Americans in the
coming four years. Trump’s Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act have created Opportunity Zones
that encourage investment in low income

communities throughout the U.S., which
the other party seeks to repeal.
Third, Trump wants to safely reopen
the country. He says, “We can’t keep this
country closed. This is a massive country
with a massive economy. People are losing
their jobs. They’re committing suicide. There’s
depression, alcohol, drugs at a level that
nobody’s ever seen before. There’s abuse,
tremendous abuse.” The CDC acknowledges
that the symptoms of anxiety and depression
since March 2020 is approximately three
to four times higher than reported in 2019.
I believe Trump should keep the country
open, which would improve mental health
and restore the unemployment and poverty
brought by the pandemic.
Ultimately, I follow Christ and not man.
Trump is not perfect, but he supports the
policies and legislation that embody my
beliefs as a Christian. Voting does not
have to define you. I respect everyone
regardless of how they cast their vote. We
are Christians first, and we should love
each other no matter our political views.
I pray my opinions and beliefs do not stir
up anger because I want to “be at peace
with all men” (Romans 12:18 b).
CARYS MARTIN is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted
at cmartin14@harding.edu.

It’s
complicated
W

hen I say “American history,” what
do you think of? What people or
events come to mind? If you had to choose
one word to describe your impression of our
nation’s history thus far, what would it be?
I wonder what our campus’ answers would
look like. I imagine one of the top answers
would be “freedom.” Maybe “proud.” Others
would surely take a different approach,
with words like “shameful” or “oppressive.”
I think it is safe to assume that we would
not all be in agreement. So who’s right? Or
at least, who’s more right? We are 244 years
into this American experiment; so, in 2020,
what’s the verdict?
The answer is it’s complicated. Yes,
I know that’s a cop out, but that’s the
best answer we’ve got. It’s not a spicy or
inspiring answer, but the truth often isn’t.
It is tempting to ignore the nuance of our
history and instead embrace a one-sided,
washed-over view of American history.
This is dangerous and must be avoided. We
can’t even begin to discuss where we are as
a country and where we should be heading
if we don’t even know how we got here. In
order to properly recognize the context of
the current state of our nation, we have to
be honest about our nation’s past. We must
do the best we can to set aside all biases or
agendas and evaluate our history from the
perspective of an objective observer.
I believe that when you approach our
history in this way, you will see many great
triumphs and successes that we should
take pride in. Our nation was founded on
principles of liberty and freedom that offer
Americans incredible empowerment and
opportunity. Our destiny lies in the hands
of the people, not a tyrant. In many ways,
Americans have used this responsibility
in admirable ways that have been of great
benefit to the world.
But the story does not end there. The
voices of the privileged sing the praises
of our forefathers, while the cries of the
oppressed often fall on deaf ears and are
seldom recorded on the pages of history.
Ideas of evil and hatred have tragically
found a comfortable home in America
since our country’s conception. It would
be impossible for me to list every group
that has been systemically oppressed and
discriminated against in America. It is a sad
fact that those in power have often used lies
to justify why certain groups of people are
undeserving of the rights afforded to “true
Americans.”
Both sides of America are true and must
be acknowledged. We should take pride in
our nation’s crowning achievements, and
our hearts should break at our nation’s
unspeakable tragedies. We have to see both.
However, many people today refuse to see
both. It saddens me to see people attack
one another from polarized positions on
this subject. It is the job of the responsible
American to instead speak truth and lift
every voice from our history.
Looking forward, I have great hope
for our future. I think our nation’s most
important function is the ability to keep
moving forward. Our institutions have
time and time again struck down oppressive
systems of the past and opened up new
avenues of freedom for future generations.
Laws do that. Government can work. That is
an American tradition we can rally behind.
But to move further along the path towards
fully realizing the founding principles of
our nation for all people, we have to first be
honest about where we come from. And, to
make a long story short, it’s complicated.
ERIC JOHNSON is a beat reporter
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at ejohnson7@harding.edu.
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Editor-in-Chief

Celebrating
life’s variety
I

have found that I have a bad habit of
assuming permanence for temporary
situations. For instance, when a day is
boring, I trick myself into thinking every
subsequent day will also be boring; when
my day is stressful, I begin to think all
of life is stressful; and when the day is
heartwarming, I do believe life to be as
such. Particularly in the era of COVID-19,
I let days overwhelm me, simply because
I forget what they are: days — no more,
no less. And in the sea of a busy semester,
it is easy to let each one run together,
merging into a singular, overwhelming
conglomeration rather than temporary and
rich segments. But I must remind myself
as I am living these finite days that they
do not mesh into sameness. Rather, when
you stop and think about it, each day is
individually crafted and entirely different
than its predecessor.
Something I have found throughout the
past several months is that, in my mind,
something can always be better. When I
am busy, I crave rest. When I am bored, I
crave newness. When I am hurting, I crave
healing — and so on. It can be so easy to
get caught up in days or even seasons and
wish them away because we let them all
bleed together, rather than acknowledging
that we are, in fact, living so many different
types of days.

A sliver
of light

'

'

I suppose, while some of
these days may have been
more glamorous or captivating
than others, they are each
important.
– Madison Scott,
editor-in-chief

To name a few, last week I underwent
a range of different days: Monday was
exhausting — a whirlwind, of sorts; Tuesday
seemed redundant, attending the same
classes as I always do; Wednesday was
hectic, holding my breath in hopes that
every necessary item could get checked
off my to-do list; Thursday was restorative,
as that week’s issue of The Bison had been
completed and I could breathe once again;
Friday took an unexpected turn, as a friend
tested positive for COVID-19, resulting
in changed plans and several other friends
being forced to quarantine; Saturday was
an outpouring of celebration, as one of my
best friends got engaged, and friends and
family were able to gather to honor the
couple’s togetherness.
When I stop and think about the variety
we are granted in life, even if miniscule
at times, I am profoundly grateful and
perpetually impressed. I suppose, while
some of these days may have been more
glamorous or captivating than others, they
are each important. And I suppose each
plays a significant role in living on earth
— the certainty and the uncertainty, the
boredom and the chaos, the conflict and the
resolution — because you simply cannot
have one without the other. Not only is
this variety necessary, but it is entirely
challenging and f ruitful. Because it is
often somewhere among the mundanity,
untidiness or downright confusion that
comes the fruit of earned and grounded joy.
When I start to view life in this manner,
no, not everything is perfect, but every day
is valuable in its own right. The boring days
can become more beautiful, and even the
repetition can become profound. For they
are each a part of life, and you cannot have
one without the other.

MADISON SCOTT is the editor-inchief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.

Learning alone

Madalyn Van Eaton

R
Just the Clax

Beat Reporter

eflect on a moment when you felt
like everyone but you was in on a
special secret; the whispering ensued, and
you couldn’t help but rotate your head
until you were dizzy as you tried to catch
a single word that might let you in on the
information. A sigh escaped your mouth
when you surrendered to the fact that you
might never know what everyone else knew
in that moment. I have felt something
similar to this sensation, but on the larger
scale of life. I have been overwhelmed by
experiences that I felt no one had advised
me to successfully overcome. Feelings of
anger and resentment are the easiest ones
to latch onto in these moments when I feel
like I have been abandoned to figure out the
unknown. While I value independence, it
is daunting to face an unfamiliar situation
with only my limited life experience in
hand. These situations can emerge in forms
that vary in seriousness, such as how to live
alone, how to attend a funeral of a friend’s
parent or how to know that someone is
telling the truth.
These thoughts have plagued me for quite
some time; how can I overcome what I have
never been taught? It wasn’t until I listened
to the podcast Poetry Unbound, produced
by The On Being Project, that I was able to
connect my thoughts to something larger
than myself. Poetry Unbound, hosted by

I

Pádraig Ó Tuama, is a podcast in which
the host reads one poem, dissects it, then
reads it one more time to give the viewers
a deeper experience with the poem. These
episodes are succinct, lasting for an average
of 12 minutes, but they entice you into
another world of ideas and perspectives. The
episode that gave a voice to my feelings is
titled “A Poem for What You Learn Alone.”
In this episode, Ó Tuama explores a poem
by Brad Aaron Modlin titled “What You
Missed That Day You Were Absent from
Fourth Grade.”
The poem illustrates a classroom in which
Mrs. Nelson, a gentle educator, teaches her
students lessons that would never appear
in a general classroom. She instructs her
students on “how to stand still and listen
to the wind,” “how to believe the house
you wake in is your home” and “how to
have enough.” The host outlines how the
idea that any teacher would include these
topics, among others, in a lesson is utterly
comical. However, the lessons parallel a
strong sense of the secrets that no one has
ever explicitly expressed. Ó Tuama discloses
that even if a person feels frustrated that
he or she learned a specific lesson so late in
life, it is important to stay grounded in the
fact that the lesson was learned.
Human beings have limited knowledge,
which prevents us f rom containing an

answer to every unique occurrence in life.
Situations occur every day that may have
never emerged before. As a result, one person
may face a situation that no one in their
life has the knowledge to handle and must
learn through their own experiences. Their
experience equips them with knowledge that
can then be passed on to others. It is in the
action of confronting and engaging in these
experiences that a person is able to attain
new and valuable knowledge. Part of being
human is teaching yourself things that no one
else can articulate because they are unique
to your walk of life. While it is daunting to
walk into the darkness with no one to help
you find light, it is also beautiful to think
of the excitement that awaits in uncharted
territory. Pádraig Ó Tuama always includes
a reflective question in his podcast to call the
reader to further thought after the episode
ends. The question he leaves his listener at
the end of “A Poem for What You Learned
Alone,” and the question that I wish to ask
you all, is “What life lessons did you have
to learn by yourself?” Have those lessons
been a source of connection for yourself, or
have they made you feel like you had been
left in the dark?
MADALYN VAN EATON is a beat
reporter for The Bison. She may be
contacted at mvaneaton@harding.edu.

The Enemy Is They (Revisited) — Part 2

n case you’re joining us without
having read last week’s column, or
in case last week’s column has suffered
the fate of last week’s emails and is buried
under a pile of incoming data, we’ll review.
I’m giving a second look at a column
from 2011 where I put on my English
teacher badge and offered my views on
the topic of singular “they.” That’s the
much-debated change in popular usage
that allows the pronoun “they” to stand
for one person, in addition to its usual job
of standing for two or more people. As
in, “Everyone should bring their book to
class.” I have never liked the trend and said
so forcefully at the time, but my argument
has not carried the day. The NIV Bible
now uses singular “they,” and so does Miss
Manners, the newspaper columnist who has
been an expert on propriety for decades.
Shortly before leaving for Spring Break,
I read the column in which she grudgingly
accepted the reality of language change
and told readers to get used to singular
“they.” On the drive home, I was mentally
preparing to throw in the towel and adjust
how I graded essays. Not because of any
newfound affection for singular “they,” but
because I am tired. I have fought against
it for 20 years. My red pen is running
dry. A few hairs in my moustache have
skipped grey and gone straight to white.
As William Butler Yeats would put it,
“Too long a sacrifice can make stone of
the heart.”
But then the pandemic happened,
and I had more time to think. I also read
another “Miss Manners” column, where
a reader wrote in to complain about an
inconsiderate partner. I didn’t save the

sentence: “Every student should bring
their book to class.” When the pronoun
“they” is used only once in a sentence, to
refer to a person of unspecified gender, I
will submit. Granted, I still believe that
Michael Claxton a football teammate can safely be called
Narrative Columnist “he,” and I still recommend that a social
club sister be referred to as “she.” But the
article, but I remember a sentence that sparing use of singular “they” will no longer
went something like this: “My partner be struck from the sentence.
Two: I will most certainly not put up with
never puts their stuff away, never cleans
their dishes, never lifts their feet from bad writing. At worst, overuse of singular
their spot on the sofa when I want to sit “they” is the result of pure sloppiness.
down, and never puts the cap back on their But even when the writer purposefully
toothpaste when they are done brushing chooses inclusion over elegance, I will
insist that we can have both. There is no
their teeth.”
Pandemics have a way of bringing out need to write “Each student should bring
sarcasm, so for a brief moment I thought their book when it is their time to read
of saying to this writer, “That’s what out loud.” Plural nouns were invented for
you get when you mess with polygamy.” such a time as this.
I also will not encourage “one” as a
Because the sentence sure sounds like we
are talking about a crowd of inconsiderate substitute. If you write, “One must never
people. Then I rebuked myself and said, forget one’s grammar when using one’s
“This person has more important problems favorite pronoun,” you sound like an
English butler.
than pronouns.”
Remember the sentence above about
And yet, the sentence reminded me
why I never liked “singular they.” It is like the inconsiderate partner? Read it again,
eating a Pop-Tart. One is fine; 10 will give and you’ll see why it needs to be taken out
you indigestion. Few, it seems, ever stop and shot. If you wish to save it, though, I
at one. The more the word “they” appears suggest the following:
“My partner never puts anything away,
in a sentence about one single person, the
more it sounds like, as I once put it, the never cleans the dishes, never leaves me
room on the sofa, and never once has
writer has forgotten how to count.
So, instead of caving completely, I capped the toothpaste.”
One partner. One person with bad
decided to propose a compromise. Yes, I
may be sticking my finger in the dam one habits. One elegant sentence.
Now go, they, and do likewise.
more time, but as a longtime professor of
English, a lover of graceful writing and MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
a weary soul, I have two announcements. writer for The Bison. He can be
One: I will no longer correct the following contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Madison Scott, the editor-in-chief, at mscott9@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Now what?

Tuesday night, the Dodgers took down
the Rays to win their first World Series since
1988. The season is over. Now what?
Athletics in the Great American Conference
are still at a halt, but teams are allowed to
practice — carefully. That’s great. Now what?
The NFL is seeing its worst ratings in a
matter of years; no one is embracing the game
like they used to. It’s sad to see. Now what?
The NBA and NHL seasons have been
over for a while. Only select conferences in
the NCAA are playing. Between cancellations,
plummeted ratings and seasons that came
to an end, sports are at an unfortunate
lull right now. There isn’t a lot going on
anywhere, really. The conversations around
the theoretical water cooler will be a little
quieter tomorrow. And, likely, the next day,
and the day after that.
Why so philosophically depressed about a
lack of sports, you ask? Well, it all goes back to
what exactly makes sports so great: They take
your mind off of your stress and problems, if
only for a moment. In a stress-filled, pandemic
ridden time of life that we live in right now,
it’s safe to assume everyone could use a little
stress relief. Sports have the amazing power
to bring us together in the hardest of times;
for a short number of hours, everyone’s eyes
are on the same thing. There is no stress about
work or anxiety about finances or anything
in between. No, just a group of people, all
focused on the same thing: watching their
team beat the other team. It’s amazing to
see, really, how an activity based solely on
competition can unify even the most fierce
of competitors. For a brief moment, we’re not
dealing with our issues or being consumed
by the stress of 2020. We’re just people; we
get to be ourselves. That’s more important
than anything right now.
Unfortunately, if the pandemic continues,
we may see the altered seasons that we saw
recently bleed over into 2021. That means
more shortened seasons, more cancellations
and more time playing in “the bubble.” One
of the things that makes sports able to unify
us is the ability to bring us together in the
same place for the same thing. We all missed
this important part of sports this year. It’s
hard to feel unity when you’re not together.
I don’t know about anyone else, but I can’t
take “the bubble” anymore.
When I talk about “the bubble,” I’m
speaking, of course, about a tactic that both
the NBA and MLB implemented this year.
Although it has been proven that the bubble
works and it works well, I bet there isn’t a
sports fan out there who doesn’t yearn for
the day they can be back in the stands again.
So, now what? What do we do now that
sports are kind of at a lull? Well, that’s a
good question. If you want to keep yourself
centralized in sports, there is always offseason
coverage going on if you’re on Twitter, as well
as on the official league websites. There’s also
highlights that you can find anywhere. If
you’re looking for a replacement de-stressor,
just remember that losing this escape will not
deflate you. There is plenty more you can do
to calm your spirit with sports officially on
the back-burner. Remember how important
self-care is. Spend some time in fresh air, but
remember to practice social distancing. We’ll
get through this time together. It won’t be
for long. Good luck, everyone. I’ll see you
in the stands really soon.

Searcy, Ark., 72149

Pandemic creates alternative to marathons
RYAN GALLAGHER
asst. sports editor
Life is always about setting and
achieving goals — some big, some
small. To complete a marathon
is a giant accomplishment in the
eyes of most people. Running
26.2 miles in one go is not

something most people have
on their resume. In a marathon,
there is typically a huge crowd,
a long course and many people
to compete with. Unfortunately,
many marathons have either
been canceled or modified to
be held virtually this year, due
to COVID-19.

Virtual marathon
A virtual marathon is just like any other
marathon, 26.2 miles, but instead of it being
held on a course, in front of a crowd, it is
raced by individuals on their own using the
honor system. Racers have a time period

which they need to complete their race and
then report their time. Junior Elly John ran
a virtual marathon this month and spoke
about her experience.“You don’t get the
adrenaline rush as much from the crowd

Run to Sugarloaf
For those that need the step above of the
casual marathon, a 30-mile challenge is on
the way. Beginning on Harding’s campus,
a group of eight students plan to run all
the way to Sugarloaf Mountain oiutside of
Heber Springs, Arkansas.. The group plans
to leave at 2 a.m. on Nov. 21 and arrive at
Sugarloaf to see the sunrise and climb the
mountain, if the runners have nergy left to
do so. Senior Austin Varner talked about

how the idea initially came about.
“I mentioned it to Travis Turley, who is
a good friend of mine, who is always down
for a challenge,” Varner said. “And I said,
‘Travis, you want to do it?’ half-jokingly,
and he said, ‘Yeah, I want to do it.’”
From there, training began in September,
and the more the participants started to
train, the more students got involved. Early
training consisted of shorter runs of 10
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being there and the decorations because it
wasn’t there,” John said. “My friends actually
biked the whole thing with me, so I brought
five friends home and they all formed a pack
around me.”

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

miles in a day, and they have been working
their way upward to prepare for the big
day. Varner also compared the running
experience to the Christian life.
“It is cliché after you phrase it: the
Christian life is a marathon, which is a long
run,” Varner said. “We are not sprinting it
out: We are running slowly ... it is better
together and the Christian life is [also]
better together.”

ANDREW CICCO is the head sports
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at acicco@harding.edu.

Movie marathon
Maybe running is not for everyone, but
there are other ways to achieve a marathon. Ever
since the increase in popularity of streaming,
movie marathons and binge watching have
become more and more popular. With wide
access to a plethora of shows and movies,
sometimes dedicating a whole day to TV is

not a bad idea. Sophomore Rene Ouimet
discussed when he chooses to have a lazy day.
“If there is a day where I’m not feeling
like playing video games or doing anything,
then that is one of those days where I can
knock out a good 10 to 12 episodes of a
show,” Ouimet said.
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Ouimet also mentioned the downside of
binge watching and the effect it can have on
someone’s sleep schedule.
“Make sure you are mentally prepared for
your sleep schedule to be way off,” Ouimet
said. “If you are not, don’t try to do the whole
movie marathon.”
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‘You just get to go out there
and have fun’
Cornhole offers safe way to
compete, socialize
GABRIEL HUFF
student writer
As many sports have been canceled on
Opponents attempt to
the Harding campus, some may attempt toss the bags into the boxes’
to discover other games to satisfy their holes one by one with the
competitive spirit. One sport that may goal of being the first to
not always come to mind is cornhole — acquire 21 points. A corn
a sport that is popular at tailgates and bag landing on a box’s
parties, offering time for competition and frame is worth one point
socialization.
while a corn bag falling
A sport with an indeterminate creation through a box’s opening
date, cornhole involves two to four players,
is worth three points.
using two wooden boxes and
Similar
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corn bags to play.
to horseshoes, cornhole
is often referred to as Indiana horseshoes,
bean bag, bean toss and corn toss.
Despite its laid back atmosphere,
cornhole can be a highly competitive sport,
with tournaments held across the United
States. Senior Bryson Gentry said he has
played in two tournaments with his brother,
winning one hosted by the University of
Tennessee and receiving prize money.
“[Cornhole is] not too difficult
=t111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111rr to lear n, and anyone who is
competitive will enjoy playing
it,” Gentry said.
Gentry and his brother
Kenton, a junior, have never
lost a cornhole game while
being a team at Harding,
Gentry said.
“One time — his
f reshmen year and my
sophomore year — we
were playing at a tailgate,
and we played for two hours
straight because we just kept
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Players
Only
Michael Cendrick

Senior Football

“Players Only” is a special column written
by Harding athletes. In this week’s issue:
Bisons senior wide receiver Michael Cendrick
discusses football in the time of a pandemic
and looks ahead to the 2021 season.
“Begin with the end in mind. Have a
vision. Is what you’re doing today setting
yourself up for where you want to be in
the future?” Versions of these words of
wisdom are spoken nearly every day by

Coach Simmons during our team meetings.
They may be cliche, but they are cliche for
a reason: They are true. And in 2020, they
are truer than ever.
With a highly anticipated season
cancelled — as we all watch teams around
the country play with few to no hiccups on
Saturdays — the easy and tempting thing
to do is to complain.
The easy thing to do as we practice
this fall with no hope of a pending game
each Saturday is to hold back. “I still have
a year to prepare for the next season. I
have all the time in the world. What do a
couple of reps matter here or there?” And
while those thoughts seem to be knocking
on the door of many of the Harding
football players’ minds, there seems to be
an unspoken consensus among the team

that our culture, our love for God, each
other and football will propel us to even
greater heights.
Dec. 18, 2021: The date of the National
Title game in Mckenny, Texas, next season.
Coach Simmons has preached over and
over about visualizing, and about seeing
“it” happen — whatever “it” is. See yourself
making the play, doing your job, dominating
the player in front of you, and holding up
the national title trophy. I firmly believe
that when we win the national title, it
won’t be a surprise to anyone in our locker
room. It will be a result of beginning with
the end in mind, of seeing success 1,000
times in our minds over and over again,
and of having a vision.
But even more so, and much more
importantly, I know that the same is true

winning,”
Gentry said.
“ That ’s just a fun
fact. At least while playing at
Harding, [we] haven’t lost to a pair. Humble
brag — not really.”
Although cornhole can be very competitive,
the game is probably more known for its
social atmosphere as it allows time for
conversations to develop among competitors.
Junior Stockton Berryman said he began
playing cornhole in high school with his
youth group. During college, he usually
played in the afternoon or before a football
game, although he has not played as much
due to the pandemic, he said.
“[Cornhole] is a fun game just because
it’s a social game,” Berryman said. “You
get to talk to your friends while playing it,
and it doesn’t really require a tremendous
amount of skill. You just get to go out
there and talk and have fun.”
Junior Grant Pickard plays cornhole
about once a week. He sees cornhole as an
activity that can include anyone.
“I recommend cornhole to everyone,”
Pickard said. “It’s a game [that] everyone
can play. You don’t have to be a certain
height or size to play or anything. It’s a
fun game for anyone.”

for life. As the culture promotes division,
negativity, pessimism and hate, I am beyond
thankful that the lessons that I have learned
through Harding football go so far beyond
the game of football and have permanently
changed the way in which I view everything,
from adversity to success. I have learned
from the incredible coaching staff what it
means to love to compete, to respond to
adversity, and to be a man of God. These
are the things that will last.
So, when you see the Bisons still playing
on Dec. 18, 2021, don’t be surprised. I
know we will not. We have already seen
it a million times.
Athletes interested in writing a
“Players Only” column may
contact rgallaher1@harding.edu

Halloween

Edition

Summer Williamson

golf

Morgan Salvan

Sarah Morehead

tennis

volleyball

Tad Kirby

track and field

Sam Rupe

Sheet ghost

Pocahontas

soccer

What is your favorite
costume that you have
dressed up as?

A bride

Batman

Belle from
“Beauty and the
Beast”

At what age did you stop
trick-or-treating?

10

About 11

I still do

7th or 8th grade

Around 6th
grade

What is your favorite
pumpkin flavored item?

I don’t like
pumpkin flavor

I don’t really
have one

Pumpkin pie

Pumpkin seeds

Pumpkin
chocolate chip
muffins

What is your favorite
Halloween candy?

Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups

Skittles

SweeTARTS

Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups

Snickers
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Dinner GUe~t~
agathering

Adams creates ‘Dinner Guests’ exhibit
Photo by AUDREY JACKSON

Daniel Adams, artist of “Dinner Guests: A Gathering,” stands in front of his artwork in the Stevens Art Gallery, Oct. 27. The exhibit, composed of 13
linoleum prints, took four years to complete.

Art reveals racial disparity in classic food mascots
KYLIE ALLEN
student writer
Food mascots have been a part of
people’s lives without them even realizing it,
whether it is Aunt Jemima, Joy Butterworth
or Uncle Ben. Daniel Adams, professor
and director of HUG and the artist of
“Dinner Guests: A gathering” exhibit, said
he wanted to create this series after noticing
these food mascots were usually people of
minority status and stereotypically worked in
the service and domestic servant industries.
He recognized the impact this could have
and began a series that would dig into the

representation of these characters and speak
volumes about their impact on the world around
them. This project, which began four years ago,
has now come at a time in history when racial
biases and injustices are being challenged.
“I began noticing that food mascots
seemed to have something in common
across brands,” Adams said. “Typically, if the
packaged food was represented by a human
being, these were — or are — typically
from the non-majority population, and were
presented as traditional servants either in
domestic settings or in the service industry.”
This form of representation has not
gone unnoticed by those around the

world, and the Harding community is
no exception. Senior Scarlett Leckie said
she noticed misrepresentation of Black
people in the media since she was a child.
“Growing up, there was hardly any
representation in the media for Black people,
or really any person of color for that matter,”
Leckie said. “If there was one, it was typically
inferior or derogatory. This seems like a small
thing, but for me as a kid, I would always notice.”
Senior visual arts studio major Nathan
Mayes visited the exhibit and said he was moved
by Adams’ interpretation of who to invite to
the table. The artist manipulated the art to
hide the identity of the graphic, demonstrating

the lens Adams wants his audience to look
through. Mayes said he admired the way
Adams challenges his audience to confront
any racism instilled within themselves.
“The art all looked alike,” Mayes said. “It
was very similar, and you had to really squint
your eyes to tell what they were. Some of [the
graphics] you’d know right off the bat, but if
we could see people through that lens, I feel
like things would be easier and more inviting.”
This exhibit will remain open for viewing
in the Stevens Art Gallery, located on the
first floor of the Stevens Art & Design
Center, until Oct. 31. Admission is free.
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Adams’ artwork features similar marketing characters like Uncle Ben, Joy Butterworth and Aunt Jemima. Each print required a color layering process
that produced optical mixing.

Young Leftist Reading Group emerges on campus
JADA ROBISON
student writer
A new group has arrived on campus
known as the “Young Leftist Reading Group.”
This group was founded by juniors Bennett
Anderson and Jimmy Johns as a way to
provide a safe environment to learn and talk
about different political ideas and opinions.
Johns said he and Anderson got the idea to
start this group when they went to the Young
Democrats meeting and discovered they were
the only people there who identified as socialists.
“The group got started when Bennett
and I were at the Young Democrats meeting,
and one of the professors there suggested
that, since we were the only socialists there,
that we try to start ... something here on
campus where people who lean further
left than most other students could have
somewhat of a community,” Johns said.
Anderson said one of the main purposes of
the group is not only to have enjoyable political
conversations, but also to expose people to ideas
and opinions that may be foreign to them.

“The number one [thing] is that it’s
interesting to talk politics with people,”
Bennett said. “Number two is probably
to introduce people to ... socialist ideas
that they didn’t grow up learning, just for

actual opinions of my own that weren’t just my
parents’ or my peers,”Tate said. “And it started
off with having conversations about what I
believed, why I believed, and trying to figure
out where I stood on certain things and then
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exposure to a wider range of perspectives.”
Junior Brittany Tate is close friends with
both Johns and Anderson and said they began
having political conversations with her.Tate said
that since then, she has seen politics differently.
“They started talking to me, I would say, a
year ago ... and that is when I started to form

... having those more intelligent conversations
to learn more about what the other believed.”
Tate explained that as she makes this
transition, she’s hoping that this reading group
provides a way for her to continue learning about
leftist ideologies through reading leftist literature.
“I started off as a really hard conservative

Republican, and since then, I’ve been slowly
moving more and more,”Tate said. “As I make
that switch over, I wanted to be more educated
about the way that I’m changing my thinking
and what I’m believing ... and so I think [this]
will be a good way to continue learning about it.”
Johns said he wants people to know that
any and all people, no matter where they stand
politically, are welcome and encouraged to join
the reading group. Johns said he hopes this
group challenges people to learn more about
concepts or ideas they might not have known.
“We’re hoping that people will see that
these words — like socialism, like communism,
even anarchism — shouldn’t have the negative
connotation that they do,” Johns said. “And
that really these are just political ideologies
that might be alternative to what they
think, and hopefully they’ll see that they’re
just as valid and maybe even beneficial.”
Bennett expressed that Harding is known
for its conservative views and that he believes
different political opinions are a good thing.
“Harding isn’t better if ever yone
has the same politics,” Bennett said.
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Harding plans for Halloween
more laid back plans and celebrated an early
Halloween with a small costume party.
“We had Halloween cupcakes, one of
my
roommates made dinner and we even
Halloween is a holiday that many Harding
decided
to paint some fall-themed crafts,”
students look forward to every year, and this
Sellers
said.
“We dressed up in costumes and
year is no different, even among COVID-19
ended
the
night
with games and movies.”
regulations and concerns.
While
it
is
important
to have fun and
The upcoming holiday is one that is met
celebrate
Halloween
if
you
would like to, it
with various levels of enthusiasm, but as for
is
also
important
to
keep
in
mind ways to
sophomore Claire Read, it is her favorite.
remain
safe.
According
to
healthychildren.
She and two friends are planning to dress
up as Kronk from “The Emperor’s New org, the best tips are to continue practicing
Groove,” and his accompanying shoulder what has already been encouraged this year:
avoiding large gatherings, social distancing,
angel and devil.
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to change too much for us. They’ll probably
go with their friends and trick-or-treat in
the neighborhood like normal.”

We are going to decorate
our cars with lights and
blankets and go to a drivein movie. I love to dress up,
so I want to go in costumes
and take pictures. So far that
is the plan — to just enjoy
everyone’s company.
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weeks now

I'm mourning Lhe
facL LhaL pumpkin
spice lattes will soon
be out of season

OR

I'm making my own
peppermint mocha
as soon as October
arrives

Yes, of course I'm
dressing up for
Halloween

OR

I'm too busy
practicing my
Christmas carols

– Claire Read
sophomore

So, whether your Halloween costume this
year has you saying, “Hey, all you cool cats
and kittens!” or singing “Cardigan” or if you
instead opt for doing something more low-key
like visiting a pumpkin patch — remember
to have fun, but to most importantly stay
safe and healthy.
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Junior Cameron Cuellar displays his Instagram thrift store account on his
phone Oct. 28. Social media became an easy way to sell and buy thrifted
clothes during COVID-19.

Thrift Instagram accounts take off on Harding’s campus
DANIEL BURLEY
student writer
It is not uncommon for students to adopt
new interests and hobbies to earn money
while also taking classes. Some students
have started making wire earrings, spoon
rings and podcasts. However, a more recent
gig that has increased in popularity is the
creation of thrift stores through social media
accounts.
“I always had a lot of people complimenting
my style, and I pretty much only bought
my clothes from thrift stores in New York,”
sophomore Tian Stephens, who is the creator
and owner of Third Ave Vintage, said. “I
decided to have my dad ship me stuff from
New York and start my own vintage company
here to give people the same style.”

Stephens is not the only student who
saw the need for students to have better
resources to buy stylish clothing. Junior
Braden Mathews and Senior Austin Peters
started Mo City Thrift to help encourage
students to thrift shop more.
“I always loved thrifting and that feeling
you get from it when you find something
fresh or rare,” Matthews said. “I wanted to
give people clothes for a cheap price and help
give them that good feeling of a fresh find.”
Meanwhile, Peters said the initial idea
of starting a thrifting account came from
needing money while being quarantined
and staying home last spring.
“I always loved to thrift, and when quarantine
hit, I needed a job and some kind of way to
make money,” Peters said. “I picked some old
clothes out of my closest and started selling

them for sale on Instagram, and I realized
from there it was something I could really
make money doing.”
Thrift accounts have not only become
popular for the creators and sellers, but they
have also benefited students who have begun
shopping through this method. Junior Cameron
Cuellar, owner and creator of Harding Thrift,
thinks a lot of this is because it can become
just as much of a hobby for the buyer as it
is for the seller.
“There’s such a thrill to buying and wearing
vintage clothes,” Cuellar said. “Like, it could
be something really rare that someone threw
out, and it’s yours now.”
All three thrift account owners were
quick to say that casual clothes are what
Harding students are indulging themselves in,
referencing oversized T-shirts and sweaters

as their most sold products.
“[The casual look] is really big around
campus right now, and I see a lot of baggy
sweaters and joggers,” Cuellar said. “I think
it gives off a nice, relaxed, chill vibe, too.”
To see what clothes and trends are
popping up around campus, follow all three
accounts on Instagram at @third.avevintage,
@mo_citythrift and @hardingthrift.

I wanted to give people
clothes for a cheap price and
help give them that good
feeling of a fresh find.
– Braden Mathews,
junior

